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EDITORS PAGE 


A year ago I sat down to write my first editorial, for the first issue 
of "Whirrakee'', and included the statement that "The success of '‘Whirrakee’ 
will depend to a very large extent on the support it receives. from members." 

-That this support was received to a very gratifying degree is shown by the 
fact that I was able to record in the editorial for the last issue of the 
first volume that thirty two members had: contributed articles during 1980, 
many of them on a regular basis, If this level of support continues during 
1981 then there will be no problem in maintaining "Whirrakee" at the standard 
set in the first volume, and, with some of the early teething problems behind 
us perhaps introduce new features and improvements. This issue sees the first 
such innovation with the publication of Frank Robbins' map of the Mitiamo 
Forest, redrawn for publication by Graham Hill. The map and accompanying 
legend will be a useful guide to anyone visiting the Terricks, and for this 
reason a few extra copies will be duplicated, which can be obtained by 
contacting me. It is hoped that in future issues it may be possible to 
incorporate line drawings, and perhaps photographs where the cost is 
considered justified. 


Mention of cost leads me on to comment on the financial aspects of 
"Whirrakee'. Your Committee has agreed that we should keep the price of 
"Whirrakee" at its present level for the time being, although costs have 
been creeping up through 1980. If costs continue to rise there will 
obviously come a point when the price will have to be raised if "Whirrakee" 
is to continue being produced at its present standard, or else it will 
become a crippling financial burden on the Club. That day can be considerably 
postponed if a more concerted effort is made to obtain outside subscriptions, 
to help offset production costs. At present there are ample stocks of all 
back numbers available at 50 cents each, or $5.50 for a set of Volume 1, 
and sale of some of these would generate funds to help pay production 
costs this year, Back numbers can be obtained by contacting me direct, or 
orders could be placed through the Secretary. If any member knows of any 
organisation which they think would like to receive "Whirrakee" would they 
please sign them up and tell them to contact me for back numbers if required. 
There may be some members who might be interested in the idea of taking out 
a gift subscription on behalf of a relative or friend. The most disappointing 
aspect of producing "Whirrakee" last year was the fact that we did not obtain 
anything like the number of outside subscriptions we anticipated, and it is 
obvious that more active promotion is needed. Any volunteers? 


In the first issue of "Whirrakee" I foreshadowed the production of an 
annual issue of "The Bendigo Naturalist" incorporating the best of the 
previous years "Whirrakee" articles as well as new feature articles. It is 
hoped to produce the first such issue reasonably early this year. This 
would become Vol. 7, Part 3, and complete the present series of volumes. 
This is a publication aimed at a wider audience than "Whirrakee", and offers 
the opportunity for publication of articles illustrated by good quality black 
and white photographs, as it will be printed offset rather than duplicated. 
If any member has contributions for this publication, or is willing to write 
one in the near future, please let me know. The club meeting of March 11th 
is the deadline for submission of articles and photos. If a good selection 
of material is in by that date, then publication in time for the May club 
meeting could be anticipated. 


Eric Wilkinson 
Editor, 


TT 


P.S. Deadline for articles for next issue is Wednesday 25th February. 


CURLEWS AND WHIMBRELS: THE GENUS NUMENZUS 
by Ray Wallace 


During November 1980 whilst observing waders at the Metropolitan Farm, 
Werribee, I was fortunate enough to observe two Little Whimbrels, one of 
Victoria's more uncommon waders. They are rather handsome birds, with rich 
brown upper parts complemented by the black primaries of the wings. 

The underparts are somewhat paler, Unlike all the other members of its 
genus, the Little Whimbrel's bill is not exceptionally long and bow-shaped. 
The Eastern Curlew, its very long billed near relative, can often be seen 
at both Werribee and Altona. 


The genus NUMENIUS has a membership of six to eight species, (depending 
on the authority consulted) throughout the world. The European Curlew 
(Numenius arquata), Eastern Curlew (N.macdagascariensis), American Curlew 
(N.americanus), Whimbrel (N. phaeopus) , American Wainbrel or Hudsonian . 
Curlew (N.p. hudsonicus ~- sometimes given fuil species status as N. 
hudsonicus), Bristle-thighed Curlew (N. tahitiensis), Eskimo Curlew 
(N.borealis) and Little Whimbrel (N.minutus - regarded as the Asian race 
of N.borealis by some authorities) make up this genus, which is so rich in 
ornithological history and literary associations. The English tramp-poet, 
W.H.Davies, summed up the feeling of wild romance conjured up by these birds 
of lonely marshes, wild shores and Arctic tundra when he wrote of the European 
Curlew; 

"Over the marshes crieth the Curlew 
Weird is its music, wild is its home" 


On the Eastern seaboard of the United States in the 1880's in their great 
migration flights from North-West Canada to Argentina the Eskimo Curlews 
rivalled the now extinct Passenger Pigeon in numbers, travelling in dense 
flocks of millions. It almost shared the fate of the Passenger Pigeon and 
by the end of last century the vast migratory flocks ceased to be observed. 
Where had the "Dough Bird" or "Prairie Pigeon" gone? Shooting for game 
had reduced their numbers to a perilous level. Gone were the days when a 
single blast from a muzzle -loading shotgun could bag 2% birds. Ext:nction 
was presumed to be their fate, but odd tantalizing reports still trickled 
in of Eskimo Curlew sightings in the first half of the twentieth century. 
In the 1960's another species had re-emerged from oblivion. Small numbers 
of Eskimo Curlews were observed on their age-old migratory flights, mainly 
in Texas. A pathetic remnant of the vast flocks of the past, their 
vulnerability is increased by the search for oil in the far North. 


In 1785 Captain James Cook's voyaging led him to Tahiti. It was on this 
expedition that the Bristle-thighed Curlew was discovered. Long a bird of. 
mystery, by 1948 it was the only bird in North America whose nesting site 
was unknown. In that year, an ornithological expedition was mounted to the 
wild tundra regions in the vicinity of the mouth of the Yukon River. This 
expedition was led by one of the almost legendary figures of American 
ornithology, Arthur A, Allen, and expedition members David Allen and Henry 
Kyllingstad had the honour of finding the first nest of the Bristle-thighed 
Curlew, The Bristle-thigh's mystery was vanquished. The discovery made 
headlines right acrosu:Northern America, imparting a sense of the dramatic. 
Some of them read thus: 

"Curlew's Nesting Place Is Found: 163 Year Search Ends in Alaska", 
“Bristle Thighs at Home", ‘Curlew Mystery Solved" and one paper Bafeuniced 
the discovery to an enthralled nation in the simple statement - "They Found rt", 


4, 
CURLEWS AND WHIMBRELS: THE GENUS NUMENIUS continued 


One hundred and sixty three years of mystery had passed since Captain Cook 
had discovered the species in Tahiti to the finding of its nesting site in 
Alaska. One could use William Butler Yeats' words in regard to the Bristle- 
thighed Curlew; 


"OQ curlew, cry no more in the air, 
Or only to the water in the West..." 


for now millions of Americans were familiar, by name at least, with the 
Bristle-thigh, even if most would never see one, 


Of this intriguing family four species have been observed in Australia. 
They are the Whimbrel, the Little Whimbrel, the Eastern Curlew and the 
European Curlew, which has been recorded only once in Northern Australia. 
One must remember also not to confuse the migrant Curlews with our own quite 
different native Stone-curlews which are quite dissimilar in appearance and 
belong to a different family. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


I have often heard it said that, with careful selection, one could have 
a wattle in bloom in the garden for every month of the year, This month I 
have endeavoured to draw up a list of the required species of Acacia to give 
such a continuous display of bloom. 


Let me say at the outset that, by planting several specimens of Acacia 
retinodes, one could have just that, as this species of Acacia is never 
without flowers. However, there being some six hundred different Australian 
native species of Acacia, the keen native gardener would be opting for a 
little more variety. From my own experience, together with some reference to 
a couple of good books, I have drawn up a list from which a selection could 
be made, which could give a continuous display of wattles in bloom over 
the whole year, 


Owing to limited space available in "Whirrakkee", I will give the 
botanical name only. If anyone is interested, and contacts me personally, I 
will give further details of any species desired, together with a popular 
name if there is one. Please note, species marked by asterisk are Victorian 
species. 


January * Acacia implexa, A.linifolia, A.primosa, *A,retinodes, 
A,terminalis (syn. elata). 


February *“A.implexa, A.linifolia, A.primosa, *A.retinodes, 


March *A.implexa, A.linifolia, *A.stenophylla. 


April *A.botrycephala, *A.genistifolia (syn.diffusa), *“A,.stenophylla. 
May. *A,botrycephala, *A.lanigera, A.podalyriaefolia, *A.stenophylla, 
*A,suaveolens. 


June A.baileyana, *A,botrycephala, A,iteaphylla, *A.lanigera, A.podalyriaefolia, 
*A, suaveolens, 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


July A.baileyana, *A,brachbotrya, A.decurrens, A.iteaphylla, 
*A,lanigera, “A.myrtifolia, A.podalyriaefolia, *A.pycnantha. 


August *A,acinacea, A.adunca, “A.armata, “A.aspera, A.baileyana, 
*A,brachbotrya, “A.calamifolia, A.decurrens, *A,flexifolia, © 
*A howitii, *A.lanigera, *A.,leprosa, *“A.mitchellii, *A.pycnantha, 
*A,verniciflua, A.spectabilis, “A.williamsonii,. 


September *A.acinacea, A.adunca, “A.amoena, *“A,armata, “A.aspera,- 
*A,boormanii, *A.brachybotrya, *“A.buxifolia, *A.calamifolia, 
A.cardiaphylla, A.drummondi, *“A.howittii, “A.leprosa, “A.longifolia, 
*A,pravissima, *A.pycnantha, A.spectabilis, *“A.verniciflua, 

*A ,williamsonii. 


October A.adunca, *A.amoena, “A,armata, “A,boormanii, *A.brachybotrya, 
*A.buxifolia, *A,calamifolia, A.floribunda, *“A.howittii, 
A,longifolia, *A,pravissima, 


November A.adunca, A.cyanophylla, A.floribunda, A.saligna. 


December A.adunca, A.cyanophylla, A.floribunda, A.saligna, *A.mitchellii, 
A,terminalis (syn.elata) . 


Of the fourty odd Acacias listed above there are twenty three Victorian 
species. I have omitted several Victorian species which I consider would not 
make good garden specimens, but could be of interest to the keen collector. 
One of these would be Acacia gunnii. Another would be A.dealbata, on account 
of the suckering habit of this species, 


References - "A Field Guide to Victorian Wattles", Rogers. 
3 "Shrubs and Trees for Australian Gardens" E.E,Lord (F.R.H.S.) 
(Chapter four, The Australian Wattles). 


If I was asked what I considered to be the "Native flower of the month 
for January", I would have no hesitation in saying Eucalyptus macrocarpa : 
OF the two I have growing, one flowered extremely well this year, having 
over fourty beautiful blooms on it. I actually suspect it to be a hybrid- 
macrocarpa X rhodantha. 
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FAT CRIMSON ROSELLAS AT MT. BUFFALO 
by Eric Wilkinson 


During a family holiday at Bright last month we visited Mount Buffalo. 
Our first stop was at the lookout in front of the Chalet, where the local 
Crimson Rosellas were being fed on white bread, biscuits and so on by visitors. 
The birds were remarkably tame, and quite willing to alight on people to 
obtain the proffered morsels. This is a great attraction for visitors to 
Mount Buffalo, but we wondered about the health and longevity of individual 
birds. As my daughter Karen remarked on seeing their bulging crops and 
waddling gait, "They must lead a very full lifet", 
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WHITE-WINGED TRILLER- LALAGE SUEURII BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION 3rd October 1980. 
compiled by Bill Flentje. 


CALL A loud rich trilling call, either from a high perch, while flying from 
tree to tree, or sometimes from the nest. The call has many variations. 

The calls have a similarity to some parts of the Jacky Winter calls, The 
male calls repeatedly, the female is very subdued and her call is harsher. 


APPEARANCE The male bird is seen in Bendigo in breeding plumage, which is 
mainly black above with white edges to the wing feathers, a grey rump, and 
white underneath. During the winter period, the male's black plumage becomes 
brown. The female is brown above with paler markings on the wings and 
eyebrows, a dark stripe through the eye, and is pale grey underneath, 
Immatures yagemble the females, but have slightly barred upperparts and 
are streaked underneath. 


HABITS They are migratory in Victoria, arriving in Bendigo in late September 
or early October. The male birds arrive in flocks some ten days to a fortnight 
earlier than the female birds. The arrival of the male birds is usually 
heralded by peculiar shrill whistles as though they are calling to the 

female birds, Migration is affected by seasonal conditions. In some years 

many birds arrive, whilst in other years arrivals are few. Rarely they travel 
to Tasmania. After the end of the breeding season the males appear to 

migrate northwards a few weeks before the females and young birds during autumn, 


FOOD This consists of insects, including caterpillars, on the ground or on 
shrubs and may be obtained up to a kilometre away from the nest site. 

Mr. Ruedin has observed large flocks of female and young white-winged trillers 
feeding in his lucerne paddock in late February or March in some yearns. 


BREEDING Nesting begins in October and may continue till December, 

Nests are built usually at about 40 ft. above ground, but have been seen 
from 8 ft to 60 ft, on a more or less horizontal tree fork, They are 
constructed of fine rootlets and grass, bound together with spider webs, 
and are small and saucer shaped, 

Eggs are usually two, sometimes three, blue or green tinged, blotched and 
streaked reddish-brown. 

No information was available on the incubation nor the nestling period, but 
the related Cicada bird has an incubation period of approximately 22 days 
and a nestling period of 28 days, Both male and female White winged trillers 
take turns to sit on the eggs and feed the nestlings. Juvenile birds 
ressemble the female when they leave the nest. 


HABITAT Found in all habitats except the mallee in the Bendigo District, 
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THE MYSTERY WATTLE - Acacia difformis or Wyalong Wattle 
by Frank Robbins. 


This wattle, rare but widespread in the Whipstick, was for a long time 
a mystery in the early days of the B.F.N.C. Its true identity was not established 
until 1965, when it was identified by A.B.Court of the National Herbarium. 
Prior to that it had been confused with Acacia retinodes, and can also be 
mistaken for Golden Wattle (A.pycnantha) when not in flower. 
D.J.Paton recorded it as A.retinodes in his "The Plants of the 'Whipstick! 
Scrub, Bendigo", (Victorian Naturalist, Vol.40, No. 10, Feb.1924, pp 189-204) 
and before its correct identity became known, it was often referred to as 
the "creeping form" of A.retinodes. 
Uncertainty about its identity led to its being called the Mystery Wattle 
by some naturalists. 


It grows as small trees in clumps, which on digging are found to be all 
connected by undergraund roots or suckers, Each clump is really one tree, 
presumably derived originally from one seed, The long, narrow grey-green 
leaves are distinctive in having one central nerve plus a second nerve 
running closely along the upper edge. One or both veins run off into the 
margin before the apex of the leaf. Small golden-yellow ball flowers appear 
in Decembér to early February, but none of the local trees has ever been 
known to produce seed pods. Dr. JH. Willis gives "June - Sept., sometimes 
January" as the flowering period in Vol. 2 of his "A Handbook to Plants in 
Victoria" (1972, p 224), but local examples have not been seen in flower in 
the June - September period. 


The remaining mystery about this wattle is how it propagates itself, 
In The Bendigo Naturalist, Vol.2, Pt.1, Sept. 1968,pp 14-16, I wrote the 
following:- "I have been travelling the Calder Highway through Maiden Gully 
to Marong for 45 years or so, but did not notice till a few years ago a small 
clump of these trees beside the road just beyond Maiden Gully. How did the 
first one get a start here? I haven't seen others nearby. Does this 
species only produce seed on some rare occassion? Here's a problem for 
vou budding naturalists." 


There are two clumps in flower now (12th Jan,1981) along the Caider 
Highway. The first is halfway up the hill beyond Maiden Gully on the south 
side, and is the clump referred to above, while the second is on the south 
side of the road just over the first rise after the bridge over Dry Creek, 
and opposite the Leichardt railway siding. I did not notice them 50-60 years 
ago when I knew this road very well. Just how they got there I can't imagine, 
unless a bird carried a seed there (a rare happening) sometime in the last 
40 years or so. My card index says I first noticed the Maiden Gully patch 
in 1964, and saw it in flower on 7th Feb. 1965. Under the microsceope there 
were ep undait anthers , but little or no evidence of ‘pollen. There were a 
few polien grains on the glass slide. 


A.C, Beauglehole in his Victorian Vascular Plant Checklists, 1980, 
records this species in Grids H, M and R, which includes the North Central 
Study Area, its main stronghold in Victoria, It is more widespread in New 
South Wales, and in the Merrygoen area between Gulgong and Coonabarabran 
there are thousands of acres of it, according to A,B.Court. It also 
occurs at Wyalong, which gave it the accepted common name, Bylong (between 
Mudgee and Muswellbrook) Cobar, Tocumwal and Albury. In yictoria it has been 
recorded from Benalla, from between Costerfield and Graytawn, and at Inglewood 
and Wychitella, as well as in the Bendigo Area, 


8. 
THE MYSTERY WATTLE - Acacia difformis or Wyalong Wattle continued 


It is comparatively rare but widespread in the Whipstick, and apart 
from the two clumps at Maiden Gully and Leichardt referred to above, there 
is a small patch near Lords Raceway, on the track from the Bendigo side of 
Phillips Brickworks which connects through to the Strathfieldsaye Road. 

I can also remember back about 1910-1920 very large clumps of A. difformis 
along the back road from Myers Flat towards East Leichardt, but they have 
disappeared by clearing today, On the Rushworth Road 10 kilometres past 
Fergusons Bridge on the south side is a very large area of very large and 
obviously old trees of this species. Another clump of very ancient A.difformis 
covers a hill on the south side of the road to Toolleen just before the 
Toolleen State Forest is reached. You wouldn't suspect A. difformis unless 
you got out of your car and inspected them. I guess that long ago, one 

seed started the lot, and spread right over the hill there by suckering. 
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A HOT DAY AT INGLEWOOD 
by Margaret Watts. 


Thursday, January 15th, 1981, was a very hot day at Inglewood, just one 
of many we've experienced this summer, The thermometer stood at 38 degrees 
Celsius at 1.30 pm in our kitchen, These are the birds I saw as I walked from 
room to room through the house. 


From the dining-room I could see a yellow robin and a white-eared 
honeyeater enjoying the shade on the south verandah, while a spotted 
pardaiote drank from its favourite small water dish. Three rufous whistlers 
and a couple of yellow-plumed honeyeaters were standing on the garden in the 
shade of the big concrete water tank and as close as they could get to it, 
with beaks agape. A couple of choughs had a short game tossing a piece 
of bark in the air and each trying to grab it first, then lost interest 
and wandered off to stand and cool their feet in a dish of water. 


From the bedroom window I could see a party of almost a dozen peaceful 
doves luxuriating in the shade on Fred's damp vegetable garden. As I watched 
they were joined by two white-eared honeyeaters, and a diamond firetail flew 
down to drink at a nearby dish. From the living-rooan windows I could see two 
canny grey thrushes enjoying the shade in the entrance of the garage where 
I'd placed a container of water for them, also a Jacky Lizard getting a 
draught of cooler air under our Kombi van, 


In another small bathing pool were three more white-ears and another 
yellow robin, and at every pool or dish of water within sight stood a small 
group of choughs. In addition, parties of busy brown-headed honeyeaters were 
feeding at the syrup jars along with several more white-ears, yellow-plumed 
and yellow-tufted honeyeaters and several red wattlebirds. 


Blue wrens also visit us regularly, but generally come early morning 
and late afternoon. During summer variegated wrens and a shy hylacola or two 
also like the water and the grated cheese we put out for them. 


We have more than thirty dishes and small pools of water scattered 
around the place, not all within sight of the house, and the birds make full . 
use of them. I have to go round daily this time of year, keeping them full, 
but regard it as a labour of love. 


This very hot summer ts certainly proving very hard on the birds, and I do hope 
everybody has at least one dish of water tn their gardens, out of reach of 
eats, for birds to drink and bathe tn. 


9. 
BIRD NOTES 


Notes and observations from the Bird Observers Group meeting on Friday the 
5th December, 1980. 


Regent Honeyeater One of the most important observations of the month 
came from one of our very keen junior members, Paul Carr. Paul reported 
these birds at Lake Eppalock on the 18th and 19th of October. This sighting 
was confirmed by two of our other members who, a few weeks later, found a 
pair of adult birds feeding two free-flying young. 


Freckled Duck A sighting of this very rare species was made by two observers 
at the Epsom Sewerage Swamp on 24th Nov., when one was seen flying in 
company with other ducks. It was identified by its very plain colour with 
complete lack of markings, except for slightly paler underparts. This duck 

is regarded as one of the rarest species of waterfowl in the world. 


Blue-winged Shoveler A valuable nesting record for this species was 
obtained at Barkers Creek on the 16th Nov. Here, a female was seen attending 
some very small and fluffy young, 


Glossy Ibis This bird is not often seen near Bendigo, but on the 28th Nov., 
one was reported in company with Yellow-billed Spoonbills at May Swamp. 
Another single bird was also reported at Lake Boort during last Summer. 


Black-tailed Native Hen. Several were seen at May Swamp on 24th Nov., and 
also reported at Lake Boort during November, where about two dozen were seen. 
This highly nomadic species of the Rail family sometimes arrives in large 
numbers, but its habits are unpredictable. 


Banded Landrail Two single-bird reports of this rather shy bird were 
received during late November, one from White Hills, and the other from 
Strathfieldsaye, Both of these birds were seen close to habitation. 


Lewin Water Rail One bird was seen in November near Daylesford in the same 
sedge-covered area the species was known to inhabit more than forty years ago. 
This bird is not often observed, mainly due to the dense vegetation of its 
habitat ° 


Grey Shrike- thrush This bird is noted for nesting in a variety of unusual 
places. A report from Lyal records a thrush taking over the nest of an 
Olive-backed oriole. It appeared to be sitting on eggs on 28th Nov. 


Painted Honeyeater A further nesting report of this rather rare summer 
visitor comes from Inglewood, where the nesting pair produced two young 
which left the nest on the 4th and 5th of December, 


Striped Honeyeater Two pairs were reported attempting to nest in a private 
garden at Long Gully. Up to date, they have not been successful, due to 
being harassed by Red Wattle-binds. 


Little Raven A flock of these birds was reported from the Sedgwick area. 
They were identified mainly by their call. The call was sharper, not drawn 
out at the end, and noticeably deeper and more gutteral than that of the 
Australian Raven. The Little Raven allowed a closer approach and is smaller 
than the other species. 


Indian Mynah This introduced species, common in Melbourne and some cities 
and towns of Gippsland, appears to be gradually making its way into central 
Victoria. The closest to Bendigo report yet to hand comes from Axedale, 
where one was observed on 28th of November. 


10. 


BIRD NOTES continued 


Spotted Nightjar Further reports of the nesting of these birds are to hand. 
The first pair under observation took 31 days to incubate the egg, this 
being the second brood of the season, Daytime contact with the second pair 
has been lost, but they can still be called up at night. The third pair 

have their second veges and a fourth pair have been found incubating an egg. 


Red~backed Kingfisher Several members have observed a pair of Red-backed 
Kingfishers at Loeser's Sandhéaps in the Whipstick, for the past four to 
five weeks. The call of the birds has been recorded, but no nesting burrow 
has been discovered. 


Dollar Bird Two birds were observed in November on the Campaspe River, near 
Axedale. One was seen to enter a hollow limb of a Red Gum. An unusual siting 
was one observed in the Whipstick mallee on the 1st of December. 


BIRD LIST FOR TERRICKS FOREST EXCURSION, 16th NOVEMBER 1980 


by Chris Bunn. 


In the last issue of Whirrakee, Frank Robbins reported on the hot 
excursion to the Terricks, on November 16th, 
Apart from mentioning looking at water birds in the swampy irrigation areas, 
Frank failed to “mention any other feathered observations. So, for posterity, 
here is the bird list, mostly birds seen in the Terricks forest and at Tang 


Tang Swamp on that day. 


Rainbow bird 
Brown treecreeper 
Reed warbler 
Fantailed warbler CEE) 
Little grass bird 
Little grebe 

Grey teal 

Coot 

Eastern swamphen 
Pelican 

Yellow spoonbill 
White ibis 

Straw necked ibis 
Brown falcon 
Brown goshawk 
Nankeen Kestrel 


Kookaburra 

Galah 

White winged choughs 
Grey crowned babblers 
Brown songlark 

Red capped robin 
Gilberts! whistler 
Rufous whistler 
White necked heron 


Magpie 

Eastern whiteface 

Fairy martin 

Tree martin 

Grey shrike thrush 

Spur winged plover 
Peaceful dove 

Crested pigeon 

White eared honeyeater 
White plumed honeyeater 
Mudlark 

Mistletoe bird 

Red rumped parrot 
Mallee ringneck 
Eastern rosella 
Diamond firetail finch . 


‘White browed woodswallow 


Dusky woodswallow 

Superb blue wren 

Brown flycatcher 

Willie wagtail 

Noisy miner 

Pipit 

Hooded robin 

Black duck 

White faced heron Total:- 51 species 


Highlights were the sighting of the Whitefaces, the finding of a cluster 
of Fairy martin mud nests in a cavern and the absence of thornbills 


from the list. 


ELS 
CASTLEMAINE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association and the Western Victorian Field 
Naturalists Clubs Association Combined campout at Castlemaine, March 7-8-9,1981. 


Provisional Excursion Arrangements Meet at Car Park, Downes St, Botanic Gard. 


Saturday 7th March 

Morning Excursions - 9.30 am. For the early arrivals 
- sewerage Ponds - birds; item 1 on the map. 
~ a walk in Kalimna Park - general. Item 3 on map. 


Afternoon Excursions 1.30 pm 


- Historical tour of Castlemaine - conducted by Historical Society 
- A tour of Fryerstown/Vaughan- historical/geological/general. 
~ Maldon/Tarrengower - historical/geological/general. 


Sunday 8th March 
Morning Excursions 9,30 am 


- Local geology 
- Expedition Pass ~- birds and general 
- The Fryers Ridge - botany (if Spring is 6 months early!) 


Afternoon excursions 1.30 pm 


- Historical tour of Castlemaine - a repeat of Saturday's excursion 
- Maldon/Mt Tarrengower - a repeat of Saturdays excursion 

- Expedition pass - a repeat of the mornings excursion 

- Mt Alexander and the Koala Park, 


Monday 9th March 
Morning Excursions 9.30 am 


Expedition Pass - a repeat of Sunday's excursions 
Mt Alexander and Koala Park - a repeat of Sunday's excursion 
Local Geology 


Afternoon excursions 1.30 pm. These will be short (in time) e.g.Mt Franklin 
to the South, possibly Mt Tarrengower and Bells Swamp to the West. 


PLEASE NOTE: EXCURSIONS ACTUALLY HELD COULD CHANGE, DEPENDING ON WEATHER 
CONDITIONS AND NUMBERS ATTENDING, AND DEMAND. 


Evening events Evening events will be held in the Uniting Church Hall, 
Campbell St., Castlemaine. (Almost opposite the Total Service Station in 
Barker St.) 


Saturday March 7th 


6.30 General Business meeting of W.V.F.N.C.A. 
8.00 launching of Mr C.Beaugleholes book, "The Distribution and Conservation 
of Vascular Plants of the Alpine Area, Victoria"! by Mr Frank Robbins. 
8.15 Evening program 
- Plant propagation - Geoff Sitch 
- Birds of Central Vic - arranged by George Broadway and Stan Bruton, 


Sunday March 8th 

6.30 Annual Meeting of V.F.N.C.A. 

8.00 Evening Program - aspects of Castlemaine District ~ presented by 
members of Castlemaine F.N.C. 


MAP OF MITIAMO STATE FOREST 


Key to Localities on Mitiamo State Forest Map 


This map shows. the various tracks, picnic ground, noteworthy botanical 
species, aboriginal water holes etc., and would enable anyone in the 
future to find their way about and incidentally explore and update this 
map. 


So SSS Tracks 

AN Trig Station 
sybietled ide 
= < Prominent granite hills 
raver yal 

PG. Picnic ground with toilets 

G Gate (to be shut if on main roads) 
Pens Open space - obvious in air photo - plantation 
oy : of small Murray Pines - I think it is fenced to keep 
Sri vabbits out. 
Botanical features - starting at S, end - Callitris columellaris 


C. glauca) 
ue Olearia pimeleoides - Pimelea Daisy—-bush (Burrobunga) 
He Hakea vittata - Hooked Needlebush 
3. Amyema linophyllum (Buloke Mistletoe) on Casuarina luehmanii 
(Buloke oy Bull Oak) 
Aboriginal midden also here, near stump. 
4, Aboriginal water holes; three in granite - never dry? - the 
surface of one is covered with two tiny duck weeds ~ 
Wolffia australiana ~ Tiny Duckweed (Rootless Duckweed) smallest 
flowering plant in Australia 
rena minor — Common Duckweed (Lesser Duckweed) it is - 
much smaller than other specimens of L.minor. 
I have observed Wolffia here in 3. 5,64 and 16.7. 783 but have never 
found it elsewhere in Victoria. — 
- §,- Three mistletoe sees on Casuarina luehmannii 


Amyema miqueli ' Box mistletoe 
Amyema Linophy1lun - Buloke Mistletoe 
Lysiana exocarpi - Harlequin Mistletoe (abundant red berries 


. in May) 
Three different species on one tree May 1964. 
Gis Eremophila longifolia - Berrigan 
7, Isotoma axillaris, Prostanthera nivea (Snow Mint Bush), 
Stypandra glauca (Nodding Blue Lily), Correa reflexa, 
Amyema quandang - grey mistletoe - on Acacia paucijuga. 
One very large granite tor - called Regal Rock. R.Allen has found 
Lysiana exocarpi on Regal Rock. 


Geological-Seenic-features 

8. Big quarry in decomposed geanite- road material upper ferruginiged 
layer, kaolinized granite bottom layer. 

9, Picnic grounds - big granite hill’- called Mt,Terrick Terrick 
(also called Jewell's Rock) Correa reflexa here. 

10. Low granite hill - with “yamma hole" in rock - also Stypandra glauca~ 
Nodding Blue Lily. 

11, Granite hill. 
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REPORT ON EXCURSION TO FRASER NATIONAL PARK, 29/30th November 
by Chris Bunn, 


4 small group of Bendigo Field Naturalists ventured to Fraser National 
Park, just North of Alexandra, for an enjoyable weekend. Staying within 
the confines of the park, we went for three walks, starting with the 
Candlebark Gully Nature Walk. Described in the brochure as a two kilometre 
walk which can be completed comfortably in an hour, it took the group two 
and three quarter hours! 


Some good birding was put in, especially by Glenise Moors and Don 
Franklin, resulting in 70 birds being seen, including 17 nesting records. 
The best recording was the nesting of the Leaden flycatcher - a bird not 
previously recorded as being in the National Park, The Golden Bronze 
Cuckoo was seen, and was also absent from the National Parks official list. 
The information has been supplied to the National Parks Service, 
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JUNIOR PIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Fryerstown area, 
Sunday lst March. 


Leader: Ian Brown. 
Meet 2.0 pm at Education Dept., Havlin St. 
Bring afternoon tea and gold detector, pan, pick etc. if you have them. 


Gold detecting and panning on Fryers Creek. 
Historical attractions in Fryerstown: 

1. Duke of Cornwall mine. 

2. Old school 

3. Burke and Wills Mechanics Hall. 


We may possibly visit Vaughan Springs as well. 
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BENDIGO COMMUNITY DAY 
ROSALIND PARK, SUNDAY MARCH ist 


This year the B.F.N.C. is taking part in Community Day, and will be 
presenting an audio-visual display, organised by John Lindner, and displays 
of photos and posters. This is an opportunity to promote the club, and 
possibly to attract new members. The success of the presentation will depend 
on adequate numbers of volunteers to man the display, and to be available to 
answer questions, from about 10,0am in the morning. Unfortunately, this 
Fixture clashes with the Junior Field Naturalists outing to Fryerstown in 
the afternoon, so there is a particular need for volunteers for the afternoon 
from among those people not involved with the Juniors. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Correspondence: P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 
PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd.E'hawk 46 8141 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 8736 


SECRETARY Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St. ,Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST. SECRETARY _ position vacant — 
TREASURER Glenise Moors . Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 8736 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 

GROUP CONVENOR John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. E'hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP “2 
SECRETARY Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY Roy Speechley McLeans Rd.Strathfieldsaye 39 5573 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history, The subscription rates are: 
$6.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them can have this service by 
paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General 
Meeting. 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East. 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm, 


Mammal Survey Group meets'on the third Thursday of each month, except when 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C, General Meeting, in which 


case the M.S.G, meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in member's 
homes as announced, 


— emma 


NOMINATION FORM 
Nam e e e ° e e s e e e e e e e . J ° Addre s Ss es e ° e e ° e ° e e ° e o ® o ° e 
Nominated by Pete Oy cd oftexy Co Oo 


Seconded#bysey stele ramres: classi eke 
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- DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
February llth Members Slide Night - Holiday Reminiscences 
March lith "Victorian Native Fish" - a lecture by Dr,Phillip Cadwallader, 
Research Scientist from the Fisheries and Wildlife Freshwater 
Ai Fisheries Research Station and Hatchery at Snobs Creek. 
April 8th "Getting away from it all - plantwise” 
An illustrated discussion on the dispersal devices of fruits, 
seeds and spores in the plant world, by Dr.Jim Willis. 
EXCURSIONS 


Sun, Feb.15th Canoe outing to Coliban and Campaspe backwaters of Lake 
Eppalock. Leader: Roy Speechley. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0pm OR travel independently later if 
preferred, via Redesdale Rd, turning left at Jack Ipsen's 
property (Lyal Glen), into Mangan's Lane, and following 
this road to the lake shore, 
This will be an afternoon/evening excursion, BYO tea, but 
check on fire ban situation before planning on a barbecue tea. 


Labour Day Weekend 
March 7-9th Combined Camp-out of the V.F.N.C.A. and W.V.F.N.C,A. at 
Castlemaine, hosted by Castlemaine F.N.C. Full details on P14, 


Sun.April 12th Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0pm for afternoon excursion to the 
Oak Grove at the foot of Mt.Alexander, near Harcourt. 
Leaders: Mary and Eric Wilkinson 
Theme: Examination of the various species of oaks and — 
other exotic trees in this plantation, which should be 
in full autumn finery at that time. 


EASTER 
April 17-20th Camp-out to Strathbogie Ranges. Details in next issue. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thur,Feb.19th Meeting at Ian Fenselau's home, Buckland St.,White Hills 
at 7.30 pm . 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun.March Ist Meet at 2,0pm at Education Dept. Complex at Havlin St. 
for an excursion to Fryerstown area led by Ian Brown. 
Gold prospecting and historical attractions. See page 13 
for more detail. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri.March 6th Meeting at Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom, at 7.30 pm. 
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